Music Program
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Will Earn Upon Program Completion: Associate in Science (A.S.) Degree

Why major in Music?

This program allows students to secure the first two
years of a four-year program in music. Completion
of this program is the first step toward gaining a
position such as teacher, supervisor, or director of
choral, instrumental, and/or theater production pro-
grams within middle schools, junior high and senior
high schools, as well as in choral and instrumental
organizations. Numerous full-time teaching posi-
tions exist in public and private schools for music
education majors.

If I major in Music, can I transfer to an upper-divi-
sion college or university?

The Associate in Science degree in Music prepares
you to transfer to upper-division colleges and
universities to pursue a bachelor’s degree. Transfer
students are generally required to take a music
theory, keyboard skills, and pitch discrimination
placement test at the four-year institutions to which
they transfer.

Are there any requirements | must satisfy
before | start taking courses in my major?

Based on the results of your placement test, you
may be required to take developmental courses in
reading, English, and/or mathematics before taking
courses in your major. It is not required but prior
ability to read music and some performance skills
on one instrument or voice is recommended. Some
keyboard skills are also suggested.

How long will it take for me to complete
this degree?

If you do not need developmental course work, and
you register for an average of 17 credits each
semester, you can complete the degree in two
years. You can shorten the amount of time by tak-
ing courses in the summer sessions.

Where should | direct specific questions
about this program?

Contact the Division at (973) 877-3319/3320.

Upon completion of this program, graduates will be
able to:

4 Demonstrate ability to read music, transpose

music, write harmonic patterns, provide simple
melodic accompaniments, and compose music;

Identify intervals, meters, rhythms, scales, and
chords, and also sight read melodies and various
rhythms;

Apply all knowledge of music theory to the key-
board and have sufficient piano technique and
facility;

Recognize all the major styles and periods, major
figures, and necessary terms in listening and writ-
ten forms of classical music or jazz;

Listen to recorded materials and intelligently dis-
cuss what is heard,;

Verbalize and write about the music heard using a
newly acquired set of descriptive musical terms;

Describe the rich cultural heritage of jazz
which embraces African, European, and
American values;

Apply basic principles of breathing, tone produc-
tion, diction, and interpretation to singing;

Demonstrate the acquired skills used in ensemble
playing;

Compare musical literature and its relationship to
other arts; and

Apply the techniques involved in musical arrange-
ments for any size performance group.
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