
ABET Team Visits Campus 

A team of four engineering professionals ar-
rived on campus on Sunday, November 14, 
2010 to begin a review of three of the engi-
neering technology programs in the CFT. The 
team represented the Technology Accredita-
tion Commission (TAC) of the Accreditation 
Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET). 
The programs are Civil Construction Engineer-
ing Technology (CET), Electronic Engineering 
Technology (EET) and Mechanical Engineering 
Technology (MET). 
 
The team consisted of Richard Cliver, Team 
Chair, Sonya Cooper, Ph.D., P.E., CET evalua-
tor, William Hudson, Ph.D., EET evaluator and 
Albert Arthur, MET evaluator. 
 
On Sunday, the team toured the CFT and re-
viewed student work samples. They were 
hosted by the ABET committee consisting of 
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Second year Architectural Technology students 
are learning to use music as a stimulus to cre-
ate architectural spaces. In the course, ARC 
202 Architectural Design IV, students under 
the direction of Prof. Solim Choi, RA each se-
lected a piece of music that brings a sense of 
healing or soothing to them and through 
analysis of the musical components created an 
architectural space. 
 
Prof. Choi explained that the process involved 
with the analysis is called “synesthesia” which 
is a neurologically based condition in which 

Profs. Theo Acquaye, Hossein Assadipour, 
Alkis Dimopoulos, Jinsoo Park, Jianping Yue 
and John Gribbin. 
 
On Monday, the ABET team interviewed key 
administrators including President Edythe 
Abdullah and Dean Ladylease White. At noon, 
they were treated to a luncheon in the 4th 
Floor Multipurpose Room. At the luncheon, 
the team talked informally with Advisory 
Board members and students. 
 
After the Division responds to the preliminary 
findings of the ABET team, ABET will edit the 
findings and issue a formal report to the Col-
lege. The Division will then work to correct 
any problems brought to light by the findings. 
After considering all such input from the Divi-
sion, TAC of ABET will meet in July 2011 and 
issue the final report of accreditation. 

                 

 Architecture Inspired By Music 

stimulation of one sensory pathway leads 
to automatic involuntary experiences in a 
second sensory pathway. 
 
Therapeutic music translated into a thera-
peutic architectural space, components of 
the music must be represented through 
both spatial experience and architectural 
building design. The project aims to inter-
pret healing music through architecture 
and for the occupants to enjoy the experi-

Marco Perez presenting his musical component 
analysis across timeline cross sections. 

Walter Sueldo designing synesthetic experi-
ence with physical study model. 

                                       (Continued on Page 4) 
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Division Faculty Create New 

Course Outlines and MPO’s 

 

Responding to a College-wide initiative, the 
Division has successfully created new course 
outlines for all 55 active courses. The new 
format incorporates measurable perform-
ance objectives (MPOs) that will delineate in 
detail the expected performance abilities of 
students taking the course. 
 
During the Spring 2011 semester, instructors 
in each course are assessing one MPO for 
their course. The assessment is being con-
ducted by both full-time and adjunct faculty 
members. In future semesters, the assess-
ment will be expanded to more MPOs. 
 
Design of the new course outline format and 
impetus for the assessments is by Prof. 
Susan Gaulden, facilitator for Student Learn-
ing Outcomes Assessment. 

New York New Visions is a coalition of many architects and 

planners working on the World Trade Center Problem. 
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Prof. Gribbin is Interim Chair 

In September 2010, Prof. John Gribbin be-
came interim Division Chair succeeding  Dr. 
Ladylease White, Dean of Faculty, who held 
the position during the Spring 2010 semes-
ter. Prof. Gribbin will act as chair until a new 
Division chair can be recruited. Prof. Gribbin 
formerly was chair from 2001 to 2006.  
 

WOS Initiative  

 

Starting in the Fall 2010 semester, the ETCS 
Division has been participating in  the Work-
force Opportunity Services (WOS) initiative 
at Essex County College. WOS is an organiza-
tion based in New York City that works with 
colleges to help young adults in under 
served populations gain personal and pro-
fessional independence. 
 
Students take courses leading to profes-
sional certification while working in a pro-
fessional field such as information technol-
ogy. The role of Essex County College would 
be to provide a way for WOS students to 
attain college credit for certain relevant 
courses taken at WOS. The Business Division 
plans to develop a certificate program with 
courses from the Business Division and two 
courses from the ETCS Division. The ETCS 
courses would be CIS 212 System Analysis 
and Design and CSC 112 Computer Program-
ming for Engineering & Technology. The 
ETCS Division will develop a process for stu-
dents to be tested to receive credit for 
these two courses. 
 
Together with the Business Division, the 
ETCS Division hopes to be able to help the 
students being helped by WOS. 
 

Two Programs Have New Names 

 

As of the Spring 2011 semester, two of the 
Engineering Technology programs have new 
names. Each of the affected programs was 
an “option” of another program but is now a 
program of its own.  
ω  aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 
    (Curriculum Code 5420) 
This program had been an “option” of the 
Mechanical Engineering Technology pro-

gram and had a different curriculum code. 
None of the courses in the program was 
affected by the name change. 
ω  [ŀƴŘ {ǳǊǾŜȅƛƴƎ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 
    (Curriculum Code 5410) 
This program had been an “option” of the 
Civil Construction Engineering Technology 
program and had a different curriculum 
code. None of the courses in the program 
was affected by the name change. 
 
The name changes of the two programs is a 
result of recommendations made by the 
ABET team that visited the College in No-
vember 2010. (See story on Page 1.) 
 

Renewable Energy Technology 

Certificate Gets Going 

 

The newest certificate program in the Divi-
sion, Renewable Energy Technology, started 
running in the Fall 2010  semester with the 
introduction of UTI 111 Alternative Energy 
Sources. In the Spring 2011 semester, two 
new courses, UTI 112 Energy Auditing and 
Weatherization and UTI 113 Solar Installa-
tion Technology, are running for the first 
time. Fifteen students are currently in the 
program forming the first cohort and an 
additional forty students are waiting to 
start the program. 
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         New TECS Club logo.        

            

TECS Club Activities 
 

 water so it can be used as “grey water,” and 
utilizing solar energy for a portion of ECC’s 
power needs.  
 
As part of the solar energy project, a presen-
tation was made on March 10, 2011 by An-
drew Hamilton, an associate of Pi Solar which 
is a solar energy consulting firm based in New 
York City. Pi Solar plans to return to the cam-
pus to help educate the Club members about 
solar energy issues including shading and 
maintenance. 
 
The Club has also designed a new logo (shown 
at right) with plans to use it for club tee shirts 
and banners. 

The Engineering Technology Club has been 
working hard on several projects during the 
2010-2011 academic year. One of the most 
important of these is recruitment. Members 
have launched recruitment efforts on the 
main campus and on the West Essex campus. 
As a result, current membership stands at 
about 35 members. 
 
Ongoing activities include a redesign of one of 
the campus parking areas for a more efficient 
circulation and an increase in the number of 
parking spaces, designing a method of recy-
cling campus stormwater runoff and waste-

TECS Club members recruiting new 
members in the Main Forum of the 
Mega Structure.  

Andrew Hamilton of Pi Solar  
addressing Club members.  



Wilson Woodridge, RA 

 

Prof. Wilson “Chuck” Woodridge has returned 
to Essex County College as an adjunct profes-
sor of Architecture after an absence of 10 
years. From 1983 to 2001, Chuck was the Di-
rector of Architecture at Essex County College 
while practicing architecture at the same 
time. He was instrumental in starting and 
then nurturing the Architecture program 
here. Currently, he teaches ARC 111 History of 
Architecture I. 
 
Prof. Woodridge got his start right here at 
ECC, earning an Associates Degree before 
earning a Bachelor of Architecture from Cor-

nell University. In 1986, Chuck started his own 
practice and then in 2006, he joined the Hillier 
Group where he worked with Weichi Chen. 
Together in 2010, he and Weichi opened 
Woodridge Chen Architects in downtown 
Newark.  
 
A New Jersey native, Prof. Woodridge has 
worked on many of the State’s important 
buildings including nineteen train stations for 
the Southern New Jersey Light Transit System, 
the headquarters of Newark Public Radio, 
WBGO and the New Jersey Performing Arts 
Center. In addition to serving on various 
Boards, Chuck enjoys volunteering and is 
committed to the education of young people. 
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           Chuck Woodridge 

                Weichi Chen 

Weichi Chen, AIA 

 

Prof. Weichi Chen is a new addition to the 
adjunct faculty in the Division, teaching Ar-
chitecture. Prof. Chen is a partner at Wood-
ridge Chen Architects. He is currently teach-
ing ARC 112 History of Architecture II.  
 
Prof. Chen earned a Bachelor of Architecture 
from Tunghai University and a Master of 
Architecture from the University of Michi-
gan. He previously taught at Tunghai Univer-
sity and is the author of Reflection on the 
Poetics of Architecture, published in 1998. 
 

Architecture Inspired By Music 

(Continued from Page 1) 

ence of architecture as a piece of music with 
its synesthetic triggers. Different building pro-
grams were given to each student as a design 
challenge to enhance their specific experience 
they were designing for. 

Prior to joining Prof. Woodridge in founding 
Woodridge Chen Architects, Prof. Chen 
worked at the Hillier Group as an associate 
principal. He has designed a wide range of 
building types including office buildings, mix-
use commercial buildings, educational facili-
ties, performing arts centers, music schools 
and libraries throughout the United States 
and overseas. 
 
Some of his notable projects include Kasser 
Theater and Cali School of Music at Montclair 
State University, the School of Architecture at 
New Jersey Institute of Technology and the 
Shilla Suzhou Hotel in China. 

            

 
According to Prof. Choi, architecture is a me-
dium that is able to trigger a synesthetic ex-
perience. Architecturally designed space can 
invoke an occupant’s senses and render a 
metaphoric experience. For example, does 
the designed space make you slow down, 
make you breathe faster, make you calm, 
urge you to move forward, make you feel in-
significant or make you visualize or hear 
something involuntary? 
 
The exercise is reminiscent of the twentieth 
century artist, Kandinsky, who was referred to 
as a synesthete. Kandinsky was expressing a 
symphony of music in his artworks through 
the shapes and colors and expressions he saw 
as he listened. 

NaôShawn Jordan presenting his design process 
derived from both musical component and  
synesthetic analysis. 


