
MESA Center Moves to New Location 
 
The original MESA Center, housed in Room 
T233 in the CFT, was bursting at the 
seams due to its success. So, in January 
2006, the Center moved across the hall to 
Room T206 which has much more space. 
Room T206 contains 1,200 square feet 
including a prep room compared to Room 
T233’s 430 square feet. The new MESA 
Center has provision for 14 computer sta-
tions, eight more than the old Center. Also, 
the new Center has more study space as 
well as room for a lounge which will be 
outfitted soon. 
 
Recruitment for the MESA Center for 
Spring 2006 is over 50 students and still 
ongoing. The Technology Club, sponsored 
by MESA, has also been very active over 
the last two semesters. From November 
29th to December 1st, members of the 
Technology club set up tables in the Red 
and Blue areas to assist students with 
their registration concerns. 
 
Ten students attended the National Tech-
nical Career Conference from January 3rd 
to the 8th in Orlando, Florida, along with 
the student chapter Society of Hispanic 

Professional Engineers at New Jersey Institute 
of  Technology.  The students reported on their 
experiences to the Dean of Student Life and 
Affairs, Dean Susan Mulligan. 
 
Four students will be attending the National 
Society of Black Engineer’s international con-
ference along with Prof. Sandi at the end of 
March in Pittsburgh. 
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Prof. Mustapha Sandi helps a student in the new MESA Center 
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New York New Visions is a coalition of many architects and 
planners working on the World Trade Center Problem. 

News Brief 
 
Institute for Applied Technology 
Offers Seminars 
 
In Fall 2005, two seminars were run in the 
CFT by the Institute for Applied Technology.  
Both seminars were titled AutoCAD for Ar-
chitecture but one was presented in Span-
ish and the other in English.  In October, 
the Spanish version was presented by 
Manuel Arevalo Burgos and in November, 
the English version was presented by 
Daniel Rodriguez.  Both presenters are 
architects.  The courses were intended for 
practicing architects who wish to learn 
AutoCAD as beginners.  Each seminar ran 
for four Saturdays and covered a total of 
24 hours of instruction. 
 

 
 
The AutoCAD seminars mark a re-
institution of the Institute for Applied Tech-
nology in the CFT.  Originally launched in 
1997, the Institute offers seminars to 
members of industry to provide an oppor-
tunity for technical advancement on a pro-
fessional level.  Administered through the 
Office of Community and Continuing Edu-
cation, the Institute recruits professionals 
who are leading experts in their respective 
fields to run seminars on a variety of topics  
including civil engineering, surveying, ar-
chitecture and other technical fields. 
 
In April 2006, the Institute will present 
Intermediate AutoCAD for Architecture. 
 
 
Change To ELC Program 
 
Electronic Engineering Technology stu-
dents will find it a little easier to complete 
their degree and graduate now that one  
 

Seminar Series 
 
On 10/18/05, a seminar was presented in 
the CFT room 122. This seminar, pre-
sented by Ms. Lina Hollman, from Public 
Service Electric & Gas and titled 
“Technology Developments in Energy Util-
ity” explored technology developments in 
the energy utility field, as well as gave an 
introduction to the joint degree program 
with ECC. The seminar was arranged by 
Prof. Veronica Zhang.  
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course has been eliminated from the pro-
gram.  MTH 213 Unified Calculus II is no 
longer a required course for the ELC asso-
ciate degree.  The College has approved 
the elimination of MTH 213 from the pro-
gram with no other courses taking its 
place.  Total credits now needed for the 
degree is 66-67 credits.  The change is 
retroactive so students who are near the 
end of their program and have not yet 
taken MTH 213 can graduate without it.  
New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT) 
has endorsed the change so there will be 
no effect on students wishing to transfer 
there. 



 
In Fall 2005, a cohort of 14 students 
started the Energy Utility Technology pro-
gram at ECC.  This is an increase over the 
previous year, partially because some of 
the students are among the high school 
students who took the first major course, 
UTI 101, in high school.  Also, five employ-
ees of PSE&G have submitted transcripts 
of their training courses at PSE&G to be 
credited toward the program. These stu-
dents will be able to take advantage of the 
training they have already received to com-
plete the degree at ECC. 
 
The past year has also brought curriculum 
expansion to the program. A new elective 
course, UTI 110 Intro. to Power Plant Op-
eration & Maintenance, was approved by 
the college and added to the associate 
degree program. This will allow students 

for the first time to get involved with the 
power generation side of PSE&G in addi-
tion to the power transmission side.   
  
For graduates who want to go on to a 
bachelor’s degree, Thomas Edison College 
in Trenton has just initiated a bachelor’s 
degree in Energy Utility Technology. The 
courses in the ECC associate degree are 
fully transferable to Thomas Edison Col-
lege. 
 
Another expansion of the Energy Utility 
Technology program is the addition of Mid-
dlesex County College to the program.  
Students from Middlesex will join those 
from ECC and Mercer County College to 
take courses at the PSE&G Training Center 
in Edison. Soon, Passaic County College 
will become part of the program as well. 
  

Energy Utility Technology Program Expanding 
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Schedule Change For Land 
Surveying Majors 

 
Students who are majoring in the Land Sur-
veying Option of the CET program should 
note that the course CET 214 Evidence and 
Procedure for Boundary Location is now be-
ing offered at NJIT. The NJIT course is called 
SET 207 Evidence and Procedure for Prop-
erty Survey but despite the slightly different 
name is equivalent to the ECC course.  
  
SET 207 will be offered at NJIT in Summer 
2006. Classes will be held on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6 pm to 9 pm and will run 
from May 22, 2006 to July 13, 2006. Details 
can be found on line at www.njit.edu. Due to 
the NJIT offering, the ECC course, which 
would normally be offered in summer 2006, 
will not be offered this year.  Students wish-
ing to take CET 214, should cross-register 
for SET 207.  Prerequisites are the same as 
for CET 214. Any questions should be di-
rected to Prof. Mustapha Sandi or Prof. John 
Gribbin. 

 

 
 

CET Student Transfers To  
Old Dominion 

Andy Alleyne graduated with highest honors 
in June 2004 with an associate degree in 
Civil Construction Engineering Technology. 
Instead of beating a path to NJIT as most of 
our graduates do, Mr. Alleyne transferred to 
Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia 
where he is currently majoring in Civil Engi-
neering Technology with a concentration in 
Structural Design. He attends the Honor 
College there and receives a scholarship of 
$8,000 per year. 
 
Mr. Alleyne is nearly finished with his under-
graduate degree and plans to pursue a mas-
ters degree at Old Dominion. He wants to 
find employment in civil engineering in Vir-
ginia, probably in the area of land develop-
ment. He is scheduled to take his Engineer 
In Training (EIT) exam in April 2006.  
 
Mr. Alleyne came here from Trinidad & To-
bego in 2002. His future plans include re-
turning there eventually and pursuing engi-
neering either in industry or as a university 
professor. We wish Andy much success on 
his test and in his career ahead. 

 
 Andy Alleyne 



The Architecture program at ECC is under-
going significant changes not only in cur-
riculum but in room usage as well. A sec-
ond design studio will be opened in Fall 
2006 in Room T204 in the CFT. This will 
provide much needed space for both first 
year and second year architecture stu-
dents to work on their projects.  
 
The current studio, Room T205, will be 
occupied by first year students while sec-
ond year students will utilize the new stu-
dio. Architecture coordinator, Prof. Judy 
Glina, said that together with changes to 
the four design courses, this increase in 
space will greatly improve the transferabil-
ity of the program to upper level architec-
ture programs such as the one at NJIT. 
 
Engineering Graphics classes, which cur-
rently utilize Room T204, will move to 
Room T122 in Fall 2006. 

County College. We think our school would 
be enhanced by the addition of Ms. Peña 
to our adjunct faculty. 
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Architecture To Occupy Two Studios 

ECC Graduate Earns Masters 
Degree     
 
     

 

Yessica Peña graduated in June 2001 with 
an associate degree in Engineering. She 
then went on to New Jersey Institute of Tech-
nology (NJIT) to earn her bachelor’s degree 
and eventually her master’s degree in Con-
struction Management and Structural Engi-
neering. 
 
Ms. Peña, a native of Lima, Peru, came to 
the United States with her family in 1993. At 
ECC, she excelled as a student and was in-
ducted into Phi Theta Kappa and won a Con-
struction Roundtable scholarship of $2,500 
twice. 
 
Currently, Ms. Peña is employed by the firm 
Schoor DePalma Engineers & Consultants in 
Parsippany, New Jersey where she works on 
municipal engineering. Her projects include 
roadway improvements for many towns in 
Hudson, Essex and Bergen Counties. She 
also helps review land development plans 
for the planning boards in those towns. 
 
Ms. Peña  is interested in teaching mathe-
matics or engineering on the college level as 
an adjunct instructor, perhaps at Essex 

 

Create Web Page Seminar 
 

Presenter: 
Janathan Weissman 

 
Have you ever wished you could 

make your own website, add 
an article or change some text 
on your website without calling 

a web designer? 
If so, please come to our seminar. 

The seminar will be presented  
by Prof. Jonathan Weissman. 

Tuesday, March 28, 2006 
2:30-4:00pm 

Center For Technology 
Lower Atrium 

Essex County College 
 

Contact Prof. Zhang 973-877-3183 

303 University Avenue 
Newark, NJ 07102 

  
 Yessica Peña  

 
Presents the Sixth Annual 

 
CAD Contest 

 
Make a drawing using CAD and win a prize! 

 
Open to all ECC students 

 
Pick up an entry form and rules in the Cen-

ter for Technology.  
 

For information, contact: 
  

Prof. Yue 973-877-4405 
Prof. Acquaye  973-877-3406 
Prof. Assadipour 973-877-1891 

 
 
 




