Essex County College
College Regulation

REG 5-15 ACADEMIC PROGRESS

Purpose:

This regulation defines the College’s standards for satisfactory academic progress and outlines procedures for
placing students on Academic Probation, Conditional Probation, Suspension, or Dismissal. It applies to all
degree- and certificate-seeking students enrolled in credit-bearing programs.

Definitions:
e Good Academic Standing: A student whose cumulative grade point average (GPA) is 2.00 or
higher.

e Academic Probation: The first level of intervention is assigned when a student’s academic
performance falls below the minimum GPA standard.

e Conditional Probation: The second level of intervention following Academic Probation, applied
when a student's academic performance continues to fall below the minimum GPA standard.

e Academic Suspension: A temporary separation from the College following failure to achieve
satisfactory progress during Conditional Probation.

e Academic Dismissal: A permanent separation from the College due to continued failure to meet
academic standards following suspension.

Application:
Academic Probation
Students are placed on Academic Probation at the end of any semester in which their cumulative GPA falls
below 2.00, or they fail to meet satisfactory academic progress standards.
While on Academic Probation, students must:
e Meet with a counselor to create an Individual Development Plan.
e Achieve a term GPA of 2.00 or higher in the following semester.
e Register for no more than 9-11 credits during the next term
Students who do not make sufficient progress will move to Conditional Probation.

Conditional Probation
Students who remain below a 2.00 cumulative GPA after one semester on Academic Probation but, during
that semester, achieve a term GPA greater than 2.00 are placed on Conditional Probation.
While on Conditional Probation, students must:

e  Continue working under their Individual Development Plan and meet regularly with a counselor.

e Maintain a term GPA of 2.00 or higher and show continued progress toward good standing.

e Register for 6-9 credits during the semester, unless an exception is granted by the Dean of Student

Affairs.

e Comply with any additional success requirements (e.g., tutoring, workshops, limited course types).

Failure to meet these conditions may result in Academic Suspension.

Academic Suspension
Students on Conditional Probation who fail to meet improvement goals or continue below a 2.00 cumulative
GPA may be placed on Academic Suspension.
e  Suspended students may not enroll for one full semester (excluding summer).
e Toreturn, they must submit a Petition for Reinstatement to the Dean of Student Affairs or designee
e Upon reinstatement, students return under Conditional Probation and may be restricted to no more than
6 credits until achieving Good Academic Standing.
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Academic Dismissal

Students who fail to meet academic standards after returning from suspension may face Academic
Dismissal.

e Dismissal results in permanent separation from the College.

e Students may seek readmission after one academic year by submitting a written appeal to the

Dean of Student Affairs or Counselor demonstrating academic or improvement plan.

Notification
Students placed on Academic Warning, Conditional Probation, Suspension, or Dismissal will receive
written notification from Student Affairs via their official College email. Notifications will include:
e The student’s current standing and reason for the action,
e  Steps required for improvement or reinstatement, and
e Available academic support resources.
Appeals Process
Students may appeal a Suspension or Dismissal by submitting a written appeal within ten (10) business
days of notification. The appeal must include:

e The grounds for appeal (e.g., extenuating or mitigating circumstances),

e  Supporting documentation, and

e Aconcrete plan for academic improvement.
Appeals are sent to the Dean of Student Affairs and reviewed by the Student Review Committee, whose

decision is final.
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